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NEWS RELEASE

March 20, 1991
UM HOSTS NORTHWEST ANTHROPOLOGICAL CONFERENCE
MISSOULA —
Columbian commentary by a curator of the American Museum of
Natural History and a round-table discussion on cultural diversity
will highlight the 44th annual Northwest Anthropological Conference
in Missoula Thursday through Saturday, March 28-30.
Sponsored by The University of Montana anthropology department,
the conference will be held at the Holiday Inn-Parkside.
The consequences of Columbus' 1492 arrival in the New World and
the upcoming 500th anniversary of that first contact with Europeans
will be the focus of the conference keynote address by David Hurst
Thomas, anthropology curator for the American Museum of Natural
History in New York City.

His lecture— "The Columbian Quincentenary:

Who's Celebrating What?"— will begin at 8 p.m. Thursday in the
Holiday Inn ballroom.

The free public speech is sponsored by the

Montana Committee for the Humanities.
On Saturday,

four scholars with diverse viewpoints will hold a

round-table discussion on "Multiculturalism and Cultural Diversity:
Issues for the Academy and Community."

The open discussion,

scheduled in the motel ballroom from 8:20 a.m. to noon, will feature
Professor Henri Mann Morton, director of UM's Native American Studies
Program, and three scholars from the University of Northern Colorado
more
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in Greeley: multicultural studies Assistant Professor Sally McBeth,
anthropology Professor Michael Higgins and Anthonia Kalu, assistant
professor of black studies and women's studies.
"Nationwide, our society is changing to be not only more
ethnically diverse but more culturally diverse," said UM Assistant
Professor Greg Campbell, the conference coordinator.

"That's

becoming a hot topic on campus— how do you address that cultural
pluralism?"
The roundtable discussion will cover varied aspects of
multiculturalism,

including: combatting racism and sexism on campus

and in the community; creating and defining a multicultural
curriculum;

innovative teaching techniques for a multicultural

curriculum; and multiculturalism and theories of culture.
Campbell said he expects the conference to attract about 300
scholars from eight western states and three provinces of Canada.
Sessions will focus on issues including Native American health,
Native American sacred issues, archaeology, the physical anthropology
of the circumpacific region and applied anthropology in the greater
Northwest.
Interested citizens are welcome to attend the lecture,
roundtable and other conference sessions, Campbell said.

For more

information, call the UM anthropology department at 243-2693.
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